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PROGRAM MANAGER'S CORNER
A NOTE FROM LISA OVIATT, LCC PROGRAM MANAGER
The lyrics of the traditional Christmas carol “O Holy Night” are continually playing through my
mind: “the weary world rejoices.” I have wondered several times if our world truly does rejoice at
our dear Savior’s birth, or if the day comes and goes without the recognition of its significance. For
most, I assume, it’s a day to gather with family, exchange gifts, and enjoy yummy food. Perhaps a
few moments are spent relaxing from a hectic schedule, but I imagine there is little rejoicing taking
place.
The other night I watched the movie The Nativity. It is something I like to do every Christmas season. The beginning of the movie depicts the crazy political unrest that was occurring before Jesus’
birth. I have never really paid attention to this part of the movie, much preferring the relational story line between Mary and Joseph. But by the conclusion of the movie, I was struck by the similarities
of our current political situation to that of Jesus’ time. Rulers are paranoid and willing to execute
innocents in order to preserve their power. Counsel is sought with immoral advisors, creating further dysfunction and chaos. Fear and insecurity drive decisions, resulting in increased mistrust of
leaders. And yet, there were those who had faith and believed that a small babe was the Savior of
the world and the reason to rejoice.
That Savior is still on the throne today. He is not up there looking down at us wondering how in the
world we got to where we are. He is sovereign. He knows all. He exudes confidence and power
and is able to be trusted. He always has the correct plan and sits at the right hand of His father,
interacting on the behalf of every individual. He is love and grace and forgiveness all wrapped up
in one. And He wants to extend it to all who are willing to receive.
Our world really is weary if we only look at what is here. The future appears bleak and uncertain.
But thankfully, what is here is temporary. What is eternal- now that is worth rejoicing over.
Please enjoy this Christmas season!
Blessings, Lisa Oviatt

NEW RENTAL RESERVATION PROCEDURE BEGINS JANUARY 1
Some of you have stayed up on New Year’s Eve,
not to watch the ball drop, but to be the first
one to call in your rental reservation at Lighthouse Christian Camp! Some of you have had
good intentions to stay up, but just couldn’t
keep your eyes open until the clock struck midnight! We have finally recognized the foolishness of this procedure and are changing it in
the hopes that you will find it a bit more user
friendly.
Rental reservations will begin to be accepted at
noon on January 1, 2017. Please call the LCC of-

fice at 716.795.3216 and leave your reservation
on voicemail. Requests will be honored in the
order that they are received similar to the old
procedure. You may request a specific accommodation but there are no guarantees that it
will be available on the date you are requesting
due to camp staff holds. A member of our office
staff will make every effort to get back to you
within five business days of your call to confirm
your request and further discuss your reservation. The rates and rental terms have been
adjusted somewhat and will be communicated
before the first of the year.

A NOTE FROM DON THORP, LCC BOARD PRESIDENT
To our LCC Friends,		
			
By now most of you know of our board’s decision to not renew our General Manager’s 2017 service agreement to the camp. It was
my duty to meet with the staff and communicate this to our membership via email a few days ago. Since The Spotlight touches a
wider group, we wanted to make sure that everyone was notified, plus provide some additional information.
On December 6th, the GM’s duties were assigned to various board members. The board is reviewing the role and duties of the
General Manager’s position. This will result in a plan that redefines the role and responsibilities of the General Manager, Staff and
Board Members. We have met with our staff and we plan to maintain office hours during the month of December as scheduled …
basically Tuesday through Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm.
Thank you for the several comments we have already received from you regarding our decision. Feel free to contact any board
member if you have questions. As communicated via email, the contact information for both George Newman (Camp Vice President) and myself have been supplied.
At this time, it appears that we will be looking to hire some additional staff for the 2017 season. In addition to covering the duties
of the General Manager, we will be looking to supplement the maintenance and buildings/grounds crew. We will also need new
housekeeping assistance to attend to our rentals and restrooms. If you are interested in helping in any of these areas or know of
someone who may be interested applying, please let George or me know. I plan to provide monthly updates to our LCC members.
Our board asks for your support during this transition.
Thank you,
Don Thorp, LCC President					
udthorp@gmail.com or 757.585.1200 				

George Newman, LCC Vice President
newmanelectric1@roadrunner.com or 716.432.4081

LCC MISSIONS TRIP REFLECTION
Our missions trip to Haiti was a very moving experience for all of us. I was impressed with how SCORE International approaches
things, and they have a very large presence there as well as in Hatti and Costa Rica. We ministered to immediate needs both
physical and spiritual. SCORE strongly believes in the spiritual aspect as they find that without that nothing improves long term
for the people there.
Your donations supported our personal expenses and covered the expenses for construction materials, food and hygiene bags of
things like soap, toothpaste and brushes, etc. In the end we still had money left over which we left to cover some of the cost of
surgery for a 12 year old girl in an orphanage we visited. She has a serious issue and there is no health insurance or other funds
to help with this.
One day we partnered with another team and replaced the roof on a pastor’s house in a small community. We removed the corrugated metal roof, the rafters, and top wall plates of the house (all of it was badly damaged from termites), then we replaced it
with all new material. It was a very long hot day! The temperature was running in the low 90’s with high humidity. In every visit
we broke the ice with sports, singing, drama, games, and crafts. Then we told them about Jesus.
On another day we went to visit a school that SCORE supports. We got all the kids in a room and did our ice breakers and then
told them about Jesus. That afternoon we went to the homes of each of the students and visited with their families also telling
of Jesus and distributing food and hygiene bags. As we did we went into the homes and prayed with them. It was difficult as the
homes were shacks that were falling down. The town was built for people working in a sugar processing plant but it burnt down
in the 1980’s and was not rebuilt, so they have no work.
We went to a sugar cane village where they have no work except when they cut cane. They have no electricity, and no running
water. There is now a well they all can use built by a church from another mission. The houses were very depressing, and there
was mud everywhere yet they were joyful! We went to an orphanage, a home for special needs kids, a retirement home, and
many other places to minister to the people. In every case we took food and lots of it!
SCORE supports many needs by either partnering with others or actually owning facilities to take care of needs. For example
there was no clean water for the school in the city so SCORE built a water treatment facility that supports the school and sells
extra capacity to people in the city. The profits go to the school to help keep it going. You are not required to go to school there
and most do not go. All the students in this school are supported by donations.
I want to thank all of you for your support and prayers! It meant a lot to the team and it means a lot to the people we ministered
to. SCORE will continue our work through their full time missionaries and mission teams yet to come. Please remember them in
your prayers.
Thanks again!
Larry Bidwell, LCC Missions Team Member

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

WINTER GALA 2017
The second annual LCC Gala is being held on Saturday, February 4th at 6:30 PM in the Cobblestone
Building in Churchville, NY. Tickets are $60 apiece
and include a $30 tax deductible gift to LCC. Round
tables of 8 can be purchased for $400, a discount
of $80. That’s like getting more than a free ticket!
No additional fund raising will be done at the Gala,
so it is an excellent opportunity to invite friends
who are not familiar with LCC and introduce them
to our beautiful and special place. Perhaps you
would consider purchasing tickets and giving them
as Christmas presents! Space is limited so you will
not want to delay. Two tables have already been
purchased!

The night includes a Winter Homecoming concert
featuring our own LCC talent and a delicious meal
catered by Churchville’s Johnson House. A summary of the October mission trip to the Dominican Republic will be given as well as future opportunities
to participate in ministry.
Last year’s event was a very special evening and
enjoyed by all who attended. Please consider joining us and share in the fellowship with other LCC
friends. Tickets are available now by calling the office at 716-795-3216. Really hope to see you there!

